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truth in it, invented to raise their spirits, an 1 cheat them out of then cowaidly phlegmatic apprehensions, and my lord had his end in it, for they were all on iiie to fall on, and I am peisuaded had they been led immediately into a battle begun to their hands, they would have laid about them like funes, for there is nothing like victory to flush a young soldier. Thus, while the humour was high, and the fermentation lasted, away we marched, and passing one of their great commons, which they call moors, we came to the nver, as he called it, where our lieutenant was posted with his four men. It was a little brook, fordable with ease, and leaving a guard at the pass, we advanced to the top of a small ascent, from whence we had a fair view of the Scots' army, as they laid behind another river larger than the former.
Our men were posted well enough, behind a small enclosure, with a nairow lane in their front, and my lord had caused his dragoons to be placed in the front, to line the hedges , and in this postuie he stood viewing the enemy at a distance The Scots, who had some intelligence of our coming, drew out three small parties, and sent them by diffeient ways, to obseive our number , and forming a fouith paity, which I guessed to be about six hundied hoi so, advanced to the top of the plain, and drew up to face us, but never offered to attack us
One of the small parties, making about a hundred men, one-third foot, passes upon our flank in view, but out of reach ; and as they marched, shouted at us, which our men, better pleased with that work than fighting, readily enough answeied, and fain would have fired at them foi the pleasui c of making a noise, foi they were too f<u oft to hit them
I observed that these parties had always some foot with them, and yet if the hoise galloped or pushed on ever so forward, the foot were as foiwaid as they, which was an extraordinary advantage
G-ustavus Adolphus, that king of soldiers, was the first that I have ever observed found the advantage of mixing small bodies of musketeers among his hoise, and had lie had such nimble strong fellows as these, he would have prized them above all the rest of his men These wore those they call highlanders , they would i un on fbot with their arms and all their accoutrements, and keep very good order too, and yet keep pace with the horse, let them go at what rate they